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ABOUT SARAJEVO HALAL FAIR
The Sarajevo Halal Fair (SHF) is an international
halal industry exhibition that brings together
representatives from all parts of the halal industry
supply chain, including private companies, public listed corporations, accreditation bodies, government
officials, and other halal market representatives.

The halal market represents an opportunity to achieve
enormous business potentials due to the increasing
demand for halal products and services worldwide.
This event provides an opportunity to meet producers, manufactures, traders, investors, establish partnerships during B2B meetings, and expose

consumers and business representatives to a wide
range of offers in the halal market.
Importantly, SHF provides an extra platform for public education and raising awareness about the halal
market.

The Sarajevo Halal Fair in 2019 presented 108 exhibitors from 36 countries, with 52 companies from
Bosnia and Herzegovina and 56 coming from other
parts of the world. More than 130 journalists have
been accredited for the coverage of SHF 2019, while
10.000 visitors attended the fair.
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SHF 2019 WELCOME PROGRAMME AT THE SARAJEVO CITY HALL

Special performance by the children choir Princess Krofne and children with disabilities from the Colibri Association.

WELCOME TO SARAJEVO

The Mayor of the Sarajevo City Abdulah Skaka and BBI Bank CEO Amer Bukvić hosted a Welcome programme for
Sarajevo Halal Fair (SHF) 2019 guests and participants, organised at the Sarajevo City Hall.

Ms. Naida Kundurović,
Master of Ceremony

Mr. Abdulah Skaka, Mayor of Sarajevo

Mr. Amer Bukvić, CEO, Bosna Bank International

I believe that the halal industry is not only a prospect but also a reality in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
especially because the halal business is not closely related to one religion or worldview. Halal is a universal, worldwide accepted standard of business that has found a
place in BiH and Sarajevo. Thanks to the organisers, BBI
Bank, the Islamic Development Bank, the Islamic Community in BiH, all guests, exhibitors and visitors, Sarajevo is
becoming a regional hub for the halal industry and we see
an opportunity for economic advancement and employment.

The Sarajevo Halal Fair is becoming the largest halal
industry event in Europe and our goal is to position
Sarajevo as the center of the halal industry. Let us be a
part of something big and build together a vision of a halal economy in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Europe. This
is a journey to be continued and we kindly ask you for
your support in the years ahead.
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“Let’s build together a vision of a halal
economy in Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Europe”
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H.E. Šefik Džaferović, Member of the BiH Presidency
H.E. Šefik Džaferović, Member of the Presidency of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, inaugurated the second
Sarajevo Halal Fair 2019. H.E. was pleased to be the patron of the event, pointing out that SHF is a great opportunity for new investments, as the halal market would
have great potential in BiH, the region and the world.
“Within the large global market, our country´s role is
probably not crucial, but BiH has a huge advantage, in
the context of the halal market, that it must make use of.
Firstly, the comparative advantages of the cultural and
traditional ties of BiH with the Islamic world, as well as the
immediate closeness to the European Union and European states on the other.”

OPENING CEREMONY

“With its multicultural structures,
interconnectedness to the Islamic world
and with European unification, Bosnia and
Herzegovina can be a penetrating factor in
conquering the halal market”.

HALAL ECONOMY DEVELOPMENT
Mr. Amer Bukvić, CEO, Bosna Bank International
Amer Bukvić, CEO of Bosna Bank International, emphasized that organising SHF, for the second year in
a row, confirms the success of last year’s fair and the revival of the vision of making Sarajevo the center for the
halal industry in Europe.
“This year’s fair brings two novelties. The first, Transformers Roadshow, a project organised by Islamic Development Bank (IsDB), is a continuation of our efforts to
promote and reward youth innovation and entrepreneurship in this country. Young people must not lose hope and

leave Bosnia and Herzegovina. Transformers Roadshow
is their chance. Another novelty of the fair is a platform for
cooperation between Islamic financial institutions, which
we are starting to build this year, with international Islamic
banks coming from different parts of the world to share
experiences and promote Islamic banking,” said Bukvić.

Bosnia and Herzegovina has a huge advantage
in the context of the halal market
HONORARY FOUNDER OF THE SARAJEVO HALAL FAIR
Dr. Husein Kavazović,
Grand Mufti of the Islamic Community
in Bosnia and Herzegovina

“Development of enterpreneurship through the
halal economy and innovation.”

Grad Mufti of the Islamic Community in BiH, Dr. Husein Kavazović, emphasised that halal standards,
certification and accreditation are an expression of the
need to respond to the challenges of the time as we
make sure that the food we eat is both halal and healthy.
In this context, halal fairs are an opportunity to get acquainted with products, producers and consumers.

HONORARY FOUNDER OF THE SARAJEVO HALAL FAIR
YAB Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad
Prime Minister of Malaysia
Malaysian Prime Minister YAB Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad addressed the participants of SHF 2019 via
video link, pointing out that he is one of the honorary founders of the Sarajevo Business Forum and Sarajevo Halal Fair.
“Given the success of the BBI in organizing the Sarajevo Business Forum over the past decade, I am confident
that it will successfully position the Sarajevo Halal Fair as
a prominent meeting point for halal industry representatives and business platforms for local and international halal companies with the aim of networking and trade
development. The SHF has the potential to help enhance
the economic co-operation of the Western Balkan countries, strengthen relations in the region and the rest of the
world, ” said Prime Minister YAB Tun Dr. Mahathir.
8

“This is a special opportunity for our
companies to discover large markets.”

“SHF is a special opportunity for our companies to discover large markets of the Muslim world, but also to enrich
our tourism potential with halal offers. Halal promotion is
not only important for Muslim citizens of BiH. Opening up
to the world halal market is not only in the interest of BiH
Muslims, it is the interest of all its citizens and companies,
as well as those of our neighbours, Croatia, Slovenia, Serbia
and others,“ Grand Mufti Dr. Kavazović explained.
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KEYNOTE SPEECHES

KEYNOTE SPEECHES

Mr. Ayman Amin Sejiny, Chief Executive Officer, Islamic Corporation for the Development of the Private Sector (ICD), Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) Group, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

IMPACTING THE WORLD AROUND US THROUGH HALAL
“This day I have perfected for you your religion”

Let me tell you a story about my journey to Sarajevo. On the plane from Istanbul I ordered Turkish
meatballs. The gentlemen next to me was Israeli and was
impressed I could eat the meat of people of the books.
When he suggested “I don’t like the way they slaughter
them”, I agreed with him and recited another verse from
the Quran: “Prohibited to you are dead animals, blood, the

flesh of swine, and that which has been dedicated to other than Allah, and [those animals] killed by strangling or
by a violent blow or by a head-long fall or by the goring of
horns, and those from which a wild animal has eaten, except what you [are able to] slaughter [before its death],
and those which are sacrificed on stone altars, and [prohibited is] that you seek decision through divining arrows
(…) This day I have perfected for you your religion and
completed My favour upon you and have approved for
you Islam as religion. But whoever is forced by severe
hunger with no inclination to sin – then indeed, Allah is
Forgiving and Merciful.” (Maidah, 3)
This verse indicates that slaughtering in Islam has to be
done in a humane way and the animal to be in peace with
it. As the discussion went on, we exchanged about how
we can save companies in need for finances through Islamic banking, which triggered his curiosity even further.
Islam makes our lives easier with halal and sharia compliance - not more difficult.

“We have to focus on how our lives can benefit
the world around us through our lifestyle.
Sarajevo is truly the centre of the halal industry
in Europe and we need to expand the halal
industry through the Sarajevo Halal Fair.”

YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail, Minister of Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Malaysia

MARKETS AND COMPANIES HAVE RECOGNISED THE HALAL
MARKET FOR ITS CONVENIENCE
certificates. Having recognised the opportunities of the
halal market, non-Muslim majority countries worldwide
including Brazil, United States of America, India, China and
France have entered the halal market. Other markets and
companies have recognised the halal market for its convenience. They are all interested in selling quality products
and halal for them means a wide range of high-quality
products. Airports all around the world have enabled halal
catering and praying rooms. These are undeniable factors
proving the importance of the halal industry.

As a majority Muslim population country, Malaysia
has recognized the importance of the halal economy
and embarked consistent and comprehensive initiative
needed to facilitate the halal industry. The Muslim population is not homogenous and consists of diverse nations
with their respective needs. The value of the halal market
has grown from 2.3 trillion in 2012 to a value of 6.4 trillion
in 2018 and it continues to grow.
Governments need to facilitate the global halal market. It
is vital for each party to mutually recognise other parties’

I am pleased to note that the trade relation between Bosnia and Herzegovina and Malaysia has been robust. The
most imported items to Malaysia were processed food,
chemicals, electronic devices, textile and other things. The
most promising ventures to enter are thus food, electronics, hospitality, tourism and other areas.
Bosnia and Herzegovina is the gateway to the European
halal market with its geographic position which is why the
Sarajevo Halal Fair should be exploited through B2B meetings and networking.

Mr. Edin Forto, Prime Minister of Sarajevo Canton, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Mr. Israfil Kuralay, Deputy Chairman of Istanbul Chamber of Commerce (ITO), Repulic of Turkey

WE ARE HERE TO SUPPORT ANY INITIATIVES FOR BUSINESS

WE NEED TO BUILD BRIDGES OF TRADE AND COOPERATION

The halal industry is increasingly important for Sarajevo. Over 80 companies in the country are currently producing and exporting halal food. The region follows this example, but we want Sarajevo to be the leader
of the halal food in Europe. Sarajevo has always been an
open city, culturally and religiously. We want it to be the
business centre of the country and the region. If there is
one message for you to take with you from the Sarajevo
Canton: we are here to do business and we support anyone who wants to cooperate. We are open to events and
any initiatives and we are open to the European Union,
Russia, the Gulf and other regions.

“Sarajevo has always been an open city,
culturally and religiously. We want to make it a
true business centre of the region.”
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We are here on behalf of 424 thousand members of
one the three oldest chambers of commerce in the
world with a history of 137 years. There are important similarities in the organisation of the Istanbul Business Forum
and the Sarajevo Halal Fair and Sarajevo Business Forum.
Istanbul in Turkey and Sarajevo in Bosnia are the most important trade centers. They are both meeting points of Asia
and Europe, East and West. There are large economic and
trade partnerships between the two places. Relations between Turkey and Bosnia are excellent, and we are optimistic that they’ll continue to be like that.
We are living in times where different people are living
under various challenges and problems. I want to emphasize and underline the need for Islamic countries to live in
times of unity and cooperation. We need to build bridges
of trade and cooperation and seeing you all here is a good
indicator of that.
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OFFICIAL OPENING CEREMONY
108 EXHIBITORS

36 COUNTRIES

130 JOURNALISTS

10.000 VISITORS

The second International Sarajevo Halal Fair (SHF)
2019 featured a large number of participants and
guests in Sarajevo. SHF 2019 was inaugurated by Mr.
Amer Bukvić (CEO of BBI), H.E. Šefik Džaferović (Member
of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina), YB Datuk
Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail (Minister of Domestic Trade
and Consumer Affairs Malaysia), Mr. Ayman Amin Sejiny (Islamic Cooperation for the Development of the Private
Sector at the Islamic Development Bank Group), Mr. Israfil
Kuralay (Deputy Chairman of the Istanbul Chamber of
Commerce), Mr. Edin Forto (Prime Minister of the Sarajevo
Canton) and Dr. Husein ef. Kavazović (Grand Mufti of the
Islamic Community in Bosnia and Herzegovina).
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ESOF AND MARRYBROWN CONCLUDED USD 5 MILLION DEAL
The Memorandum of understanding worth USD 5 million, was signed by Mr. Enver Avdić, CEO of ESOF, and
Mr. Kairul Azman, International Director of Marrybrown Ma-

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

DEALS WORTH MILLIONS
Two agreements valued more than EUR 25 million were
signed on the first day of the Sarajevo Halal Fair 2019.
The largest food and beverage company in Bosnia and Herzegovina AS Holding, and the organic food company ESOF have

established official business cooperation with Malaysian Perak
Halal Corporation and Marrybrown Malaysia. A third MoU was
signed between the Bahraini SME Association and the Sarajevo
Canton Chamber of Commerce.

laysia. ESOF produces sustainable and organic food while
Marrybrown is a chain of 138 halal-certified fast food restaurants in Malaysia.

COOPERATION BETWEEN BAHREINI AND BOSNIAN SME’s
The Bahrain SME Association and the Sarajevo Canton Chamber of Commerce have agreed to enter an
official cooperation enhancing relations between their
members. The agreement was signed by the President of
the Bahrain Association of Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises Mr. Abdulhasan Abbas Al-Dairi and the President

of the Sarajevo Canton Chamber of Commerce Mr. Muamer Mahmutović. The parties exchanged experiences and
discussed business networking opportunities with the
aim to establish and develop business links between their
members, primarily in the fields of industry, trade, tourism, but also in a number of other activities.

AS HOLDING AND PERAK HALAL CORPORATION
SIGNED EUR 20 MILLION INVESTMENT
Mr. Rusmir Hrvić, CEO of AS
Holding and Mr. Abd Aziz Bin
Abd Rahim, CEO of the Perak Halal
Corporation Malaysia have signed a
Memorandum of understanding
which stipulates an initial investment of EUR 20 million. The MoU
defines the production of chicken
and eggs at Agrokomerc plants in
the beginning, while in the aftermath larger investments will follow. The idea is to create preconditions for establishing one of the
technologically most advanced
companies in the food industry,
working on the principles of halal
production for the market of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the region,
the European Union as well as the
East.
14
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Details and Catalogues of exhibitors can be downloaded from the official
sarajevohalalfair.com website. For further details please contact the
BBI VIP Business Club operating within Bosna Bank International at:
vip@bbi.ba

HALAL HUB FOR INTERNATIONAL COMPANIES
TO EUROPE AND THE WORLD

EXHIBITORS
16
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SHF 2019 EXHIBITORS

Ms. Belma Agić,
AS Holding / KLAS,
Bosnia and Herzegovina

“This is our second year at the Sarajevo Halal Fair and
we are very satisfied. We have presented 1.080 products
of which 550 are produced at KLAS. We have over 950
employees and regularly conduct education about halal.
All of our staff has to be up to date about the halal
standards with regular controls by the halal agency.”

Mr. Amir Bekić,
Adriatic Group, Austria

“Our two factories in Bosnia and Herzegovina produce in
accordance with the halal standard. Our pickles and other
products are based on non-alcoholic vinegar - a special kind
being produced only in our two factories in the whole Europe.”
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SHF 2019 EXHIBITORS

Mr. Şaban Oruç
Istanbul Chamber
of Commerce,
Republic of Turkey

“The Istanbul Chamber of Commerce has recognised
the importance of the Sarajevo Halal Fair for the whole
region. This is our second time at SHF and we support the
event. It is very important to promote the halal industry.
Halal ensures highest levels of quality for products and
we need to recognise fairs like this for their importance
in promoting these qualities.”
20
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SHF 2019 EXHIBITORS

Ms. Amra Pašić
Bosnaplod / ZERAA Agriculture Investment
Bosnia and Herzegovina / United Arab Emirates

KULIN is part of the ZERAA GROUP from Dubai. The ZERAA GROUP possesses also
Bosnaplod and Hepok. We deal primarily with the production and process of
fruits. The factory exists since 1945 and had its greatest breakthrough in 2015
when ZERAA GROUP invested in Bosnaplod upon which we developed further and
introduced the brand KULIN.

22

23

SHF 2019 EXHIBITORS

GISB Holdings
Malaysian Group of
Companies

“GISB is a Malaysian holdings with 16 branches all
over the world. We produce primarily halal food,
including pastry and other products, and also operate
our bakeries and restaurants, laundry and other
services. GISB already invested in a halal restaurant in
Sarajevo and our plan is to expand further.”

Mujanovići d.o.o.
Bosnia and Herzegovina

“Our company is based on a tradition dating back
to 1960. We produce mainly meat but extended our
offers to milk products as well in 2014. Since 2018 we
work in the field of agriculture. We obtained our halal
certificate in 2014 and possess other certificates such
as HACCP, ISO and other.”
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SHF 2019 EXHIBITORS

Mr. Enver Avdić
ESOF, Bosnia and Herzegovina

“ESOF is currently the largest Bosnian producer of
vegetables and fruits in a protected environment. Our
programme includes frozen raspberries, blackberries,
strawberries, currants, and blueberries, but also other
organic vegetables and fruits.”

Ms. Naida Kraljić
MBA Centar,
Bosnia and Herzgovina

“MBA was established in 1992 and operates through two
branches - “Slatko i slano” and “Bujrum”. Products include
primarily Bosnian traditional food whereby we offer a
combination of traditional savoury and sweet food.”
26
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SHF 2019 AWARDS
SHF 2019
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO THE
EUROPEAN HALAL MARKET
MEGGLE
(GERMANY)
Ms. Kristina Galić, Marketing Assistant

SHF 2019
SPECIAL ORGANIZER’S AWARD FOR
CONTRIBUTION TO EUROPE’S HALAL INDUSTRY
ISTANBUL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
(TURKEY)
Mr. Şaban Oruç and Mrs. Cidem Terzi

SHF 2019 SPECIAL ORGANIZER’S AWARD
FOR CONTRIBUTION TO THE SOUTHEAST
EUROPEAN HALAL INDUSTRY
Ms. OLIVERA MAJIĆ
(CROATIA)

SHF 2019 SPECIAL ORGANIZER’S AWARD
FOR CONTRIBUTION TO THE BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINIAN HALAL INDUSTRY
Mr. VALDET PEŠTALIĆ
(BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA)

City of Zagreb

Halal Quality Certification Agency in BiH

SHF 2019 SPECIAL ORGANIZER’S AWARD
FOR HALAL PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT
KRAŠ
(CROATIA)
Ms. Mirela Salihović, Trade Manager

SHF 2019
PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD FOR BEST BOOTH
MBA CENTAR
(BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA)
Mr. Faris Kraljić

During the third day of Sarajevo Halal Fair 2019, the organisers awarded institutions, companies and individuals for their contribution to the promotion and the development of the halal industry. The awards were presented by Mr. Salih Purišević, Secretary General of Bosna Bank International, and Mr. Damir Alihodžić, Director of the Agency for Halal Quality Certification in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

SHF 2019
REMARKABLE CONTRIBUTION TO THE
GLOBAL HALAL INDUSTRY
GISB HOLDINGS
(MALAYSIA)
YBhg Dato Lokman Hakim Pfordten, CEO

SHF 2019
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO
EUROPE’S HALAL INDUSTRY
AS HOLDING
(BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA)
Ms. Amela Semić, Director of Quality Assurance and Standardisation
28
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Distance is no longer a barrier

SOUTH EAST ASIA HALAL PROSPECTS
AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR SEE REGION
Muslims from South East Asia have all a
common concern when they travel, and
that is food. Indonesian travellers who perform Hajj and Umra use the opportunity to
visit other destinations and usually opt for
Turkey and Egypt because of the convenience about their halal options. With a little
more effort and government cooperation, as

Mr. Halim Kalla
Vice President, Indonesian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, Republic of Indonesia

Ms. Eldina Muftić
Vice President, ZERAA Agriculture Investment &
Management, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Promote Halal travel packages to Sarajevo

It is important to look at the global value chain

Indonesia is a mixed nation and most of the restaurants are held by Chinese or other nationalities.
They have mostly halal certificates to confirm they have
Sharia compliant food which makes it easier for the
Muslims. Thailand had earlier a problem because of lack
of tourists before they started with the halal certification
and experienced an increase of 1.5 million tourists. Indonesian travel agencies usually offer complete halal
tourist packages for Indonesians who perform Hajj and
Umra as it is their opportunity to visit other countries at
once. They move on to Istanbul and
Egypt because of the halal friendly
environment. Sarajevo is not as
known as Istanbul but has the
same potential to attract the
same tourists and benefit from
those visitors and people, with
more promotion, would be eager
to come here.

It is important to look at the global value chain. The
halal industry is very interconnected, since for an
overall halal life-style everything comes into account –
food, tourism and fashion. We have seen the potential
and importance of the halal industry.
Many companies demand halal ingredients for their own products
and we have seen this opportunity. What we need is a vision
how to organise that process
into a whole functioning body
and the end result depends on
us.

YBhg Datuk Prof. Emeritus Mohd Azraai Kassim
Vice Chancellor, Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM),
Malaysia

well as more education about halal, Balkan
countries can attract all those tourists to Sarajevo and other cities in the region. Even distance is no longer a barrier because companies do exchange goods around the world; it
is important to fit into the global value chain,
to be present, and meet people from around
the world to open new markets.

Moderator: Dr. Elma Agić Šabeta, Head of Strategy, Bosna Bank International, Bosnia and Herzegovina
YBhg Dato Sri Abdul Khani Daud
Director General, Islamic Tourism Centre, Malaysia

YBhg Dato Lokman Hakim Pfordten
CEO, GISB Holdings, Malaysia

Mr. Vedad Halilović
AS Holding, Bosnia and Herzegovina

We need more Muslim friendly offers

Islam is about love and benefitting humankind

Halal is instant quality

When planning a journey, Muslims get firstly concerned about food. Malaysia has ensured back in
1980s that all hotels in Malaysia have halal kitchens.
Bosnia needs to do the same effort since the number of
Muslim travelers is increasing all around the world.
Malaysia tries to apply the feedback
from Middle Eastern countries and
concluded the same as assumed:
we need more Muslim friendly offers. By ensuring more halal offers, the Balkan countries can attract more Muslim tourists.
Non-Muslim countries do that already and their occupancy rates are
up to 90%.

Last year we joined the Sarajevo Halal Fair and travelled all the way from Istanbul to Sarajevo by car.
We want to meet people and interconnect. It is written in
the Quran: “O mankind, indeed We have created you from
male and female and made you peoples and tribes that
you may know one another. Indeed, the
most noble of you in the sight of Allah
is the most righteous of you” (The
Holy Quran, 49:13). We hope to interconnect the East and the West
to create a harmonious relation.
Above all, we want to benefit the
whole world: Islam is about love
and benefitting humankind.

The influence of the halal industry is rising constantly. Even London is trying to follow trends and
organises a halal fair. We have a wide range of products of
high quality and the very name of our halal agency – Halal
Quality Certification Agency tells everything. Halal is instant quality. However, not only the halal
certificate is crucial. Design and price
are also important. We have managed to export our products to Europe, US and even Australia, to
Walmart, Kaufman, despite geographic distance. Currently we are
more importing from Malaysia, but
we plan to expand our export to
Southeast Asia as well in the future.
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Education is very important
The Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) is the largest
university in Malaysia and offers many different
programmes. Regarding the halal certification, education
is very important as the university offers degree and
non-degree programmes to help the process of halal certification. We offer training to accreditation bodies so that the certification process is at highest levels
which is important for the overall
halal industry. Bosnia can be
also a hub for halal education.
We are ready to work with Bosnian institutions and offer programmes in this part of the world.
31

Opportunities in Tourism and Industrial Exchange
in a Natural Halal-Environment

VISION FOR BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA & SAUDI ARABIA
HALAL MARKET DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Kosal Al Abdulkerim
Partnership Enabling Manager, Saudi Authority
for Industrial Cities and Technology Zones,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia has some incentives for industrial
activities, as well as incentives for export. People
from both countries need to meet more and learn about
production and supply opportunities. They need to take
part in halal tourism and meet each other. Saudi Arabia is
becoming a halal hub for the GCC region with its production. Halal has become a brand and everything in Saudi
Arabia is halal. We have 35 industrial zones in
Saudi Arabia and many international companies have come to our country. When
it comes to Bosnia and Herzegovina,
with all its advantages, it can serve as
a place for re-packaging and re-distribution to Europe, while its companies
can also export to Saudi Arabia.

Mr. Adnan Sarajlić
Member of the Supervisory Board, Bosnaplod,
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Moderator:
Mr. Nermin Oprašić
Head of Large Corporate Banking, Bosna Bank International, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Mr. Salem Alsharari
Strategy Consulting, Arthur D Little,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Ms. Aida Terzić
CEO, Relax Tours,
Bosnia and Herzegovina

My father once said how peaceful he felt in Bosnia.
I felt it myself and there is something about this
country. No one will disturb you while praying. One obstacle is indeed getting visas for Hajj and Umra.
Saudi Arabia has enabled a huge
change and enables a tourist and
Umra online visa application for 49
countries that takes about an hour.
Bosnia and Herzegovina does enjoy a good perception when it
comes to its potential and capabilities in the eyes of Saudi businessmen, it just needs to be used.

We were the first company that started with halal
tourism. Visas were one of our challenges. It is a
pity we didn’t send too many young people abroad and
that is our idea for the future. We
want to promote Bosnia as a naturally Muslim friendly destination. Non-Muslim countries
are doing so, while we have
mosques, halal certified hotels and we are not doing
enough to promote it. There is
a huge potential for cooperation.
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The company operates mainly in fruit production
and fruit processing. Frozen fruit is
mostly part of our exports, while the others are juices and jams. We have the
halal certificate which is a very important aspect. The halal certificate is a
trustworthy proof that it is good and
convenient, and it is important for us
to be able to export to Muslim countries.

Mr. Yuousef M. Alsufiani
Owner, Altarkeys Trading,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
The opportunities are so lucrative. What we are doing right now with the Saudi Bosnian Business
Council is a new level, with supply and demand present
on both sides. The market trend is to go through private
labels because you are creating an asset for your organization. Major supermarkets in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
are gradually moving into private labels because they understand that is the way you go nowadays globally. Standards are high,
safety is amongst the highest in the
world. You get a huge value for
your money. Bosnian products are
attractive to the Saudi market –
because they are organic, nonGMO, low sugar.

Ms. Indira Omeragić
CEO, MI99 / Wagner Automotive / Solid Wood,
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Our company MI99 has a halal certificate and we
have high quality milk production. We have recognized the potentials for cooperation with Saudi Arabia and we do already
export our products there. So
far, we had no obstacles for our
products and the initiative is very
successful. From our experience,
the space for cooperation between
our two countries is huge.
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BBI VIP Business Club networking and B2B event

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
& MALAYSIA BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE
Bosnia and Herzegovina has great halal potentials to offer to all Malaysian companies,
particularly in the field of food and beverage, tourism and pharmaceuticals. Likewise,
Malaysia can be “a knowledge hub” for Bosnian companies which are invited to open
their branches in Malaysia, bring know-how, and use Malaysia as a center to embrace
entire ASEAN region.
The business roundtable and B2B session
was attended by government and private business sector representatives from
Malaysia and companies from Bosnia and
Herzegovina. The business roundtable was
chaired by Honorable YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin
Nasution Ismail, Minister of Domestic Trade

and Consumer Affairs Malaysia. Participants
from both countries had an opportunity to
present their businesses, as well as express
their interests in seeking new ventures. Discussions were held about all main halal sectors, with emphasis on food and beverage,
tourism and pharmacy.

YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail
Minister of Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Malaysia

“As a representative of the Malaysian Government, I enthusiastically encourage all Bosnian
companies to establish business cooperation with Malaysian companies.”
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YBhg Dato Sri Abdul Khani Daud
Director General, Islamic Tourism Centre
Malaysia

Mr. Vedad Halilović
Export Director, AS Holding
Bosnia and Herzegovina

“It is an imperative to point out the importance
of halal certification for a hotel. There are
hotels in B&H that are halal, but not certified”

“The Halal quality certificate needs to be
compatible with certificates such as IFC and
ISO, which we must have if we want to export
to the world’s largest chains”

YB Dato Abdul Halim Hussain
State Minister for Domestic & International Trade and Entrepreneurship
Development, State Government of Penang, Malaysia

“I would be very pleased to see collaboration between halal-certified
companies from Penang and Bosnia and Herzegovina, in terms of trade
promotions, bringing business together, and linking people from Malaysia
to Bosnia and Herzegovina and various countries in the region.”

35

SHF 2019 PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC EDUCATION EVENTS

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
AND HALAL MARKET IN THE
BEHAVIORAL ECONOMY MODEL

INTERNATIONAL SHARI´AH RESEARCH
ACADEMY FOR ISLAMIC FINANCE
Mr. Mohd Hasnol Mohd Yunus, Director of Corporate
Services, ISRA, Malaysia

Dr. Olivera Majić, Deputy Mayor of the City
of Zagreb, Croatia

HALAL MARKET DRIVERS IN THE UK
STAGE PERFORMANCE

Ms. Firdous Aboobakar, Senior Executive Officer,
Halal Certification Europe (HCE), United Kingdom

GISB HOLDINGS, Malaysia
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INFO DAYS OF THE HALAL INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

TURKEY AND BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

The Halal Info Days are organised on
annual basis by the Halal Industry Association of the Chamber of Economy of
the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
(FBiH). During the session, panelists discussed new opportunities and challenges
that are opened with the Free Trade Agreement between Bosnia and Herzegovina and

the Republic of Turkey and concluded that the
Turkish market, with 80 million consumers,
represents a great chance for Bosnia-Herzegovinian businesses. The halal certificate issued by the Bosnia-Herzegovinian agency is
internationally recognised and assures that
the Turkish market receives the quality it requires as the possession of a halal certificate for
imports is obligatory.

Moderator: Mr. Emir Pašić,
Secretary of the Halal Industry Association, Chamber of Economy of FBiH, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Mr. Mirsad Jašarspahić
Vice - President, Chamber of Economy of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
The key players of the
halal industry in BiH are
part of the Association of Halal
Industry at the Chamber of
Economy of FBiH. The Association
aims to become an integrated fac38

tor of Southeast Europe in the future when it comes to the
halal industry. The revised free trade agreement between
BiH and the Republic of Turkey is also related to this - the
Republic of Turkey is a huge market that can be a significant incentive for our producers to export to the territory
of the Republic of Turkey.

Mr. Midhat Salić
Assistant Minister, Ministry of Foreign Trade and
Economic Relations of Bosnia and Herzegovina
Turkey is an extremely important trade partner for
BiH. There have been extremely positive developments since 2014 when it comes
to the volume of trade with Turkey.
The future contract, which will
replace the current one, will enable further milestones. In addition to trade in goods, it will enable trade in services and public
procurement.

Mr. Vedad Halilović
President of the Halal Industry Association / Exports
Director, AS Holding, Bosnia and Herzegovina
The Turkish market, with 80 million consumers, is a
great opportunity for our country that we must
seize. The opening of a representative office of the BiH Foreign
Trade Chamber in the city of Istanbul is an important step in
order to strengthen cooperation and the volume of trade
between Bosnia and Herzegovina and Turkey.

The Turkish market represents a great chance for
Bosnia-Herzegovinian businesses
Mr. Ševal Suljkanović
Executive Director for Economic Affairs, BIMAL,
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Mr. Damir Alihodžić
Director, Agency for Halal Quality Certification,
Bosnia and Herzegovina

The Bosnia-Herzegovinian economy has used well
the opportunities offered by the free trade agreement with Turkey. Bimal has been present on the Turkish
market for many years, and in the following period continues its activities in order to increase its exports. We do
so while preserving the quality standards we have, respecting the terms and rules of the
agreement between BiH and the
Republic of Turkey. The Turkish
market is open to us and in the
coming period BiH entrepreneurs have a chance to raise
their cooperation to an even
higher level.

Since its establishment, the Agency has comprehensively accessed the halal certification process
and provided a reliable certification system to both manufacturers and consumers, in BiH and the region, as well
as worldwide. The halal industry has been developing
significantly in the Republic of Turkey in recent years, and
the market dictates that all products
imported into the Republic of Turkey must have a halal certificate.
The BiH Halal Certification Agency is an internationally recognized and accredited certification body, and the products it
certifies can be exported worldwide to markets that demand halal
certification.
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ICD AND BBI WORLD INITIATIVE - PLATFORM FOR COOPERATION OF ISLAMIC BANKS

ISLAMIC FINANCE AS AN INTEGRAL
PART OF THE HALAL ECOSYSTEM

Islamic banking is an integral part of the overall halal
ecosystem and enables sharia compliant finance.
Even though Islamic finance has enormous potentials for
the overall world economy, Islamic banks face challenges
since all countries are still in the process of embracing its
opportunities. Despite the barriers and the lack of knowledge, there is a growing interest for Islamic financial models as they have proved to be more robust than
conventual ones in times of financial crises. The global
consultancy McKinsey & Co reported that Islamic banks
bear the potential to fill in the global gap needed for infrastructural projects, in particular because of its sustainability for public-private partnerships (PPP’s). Bosna Bank International (BBI) is the only bank which operates in
accordance with Islamic principles in Bosnia and Herzego-
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vina. As the management board of the bank is fully aware
of the important role that Islamic finance plays within the
halal economy, Bosna Bank International in cooperation
with the Islamic Private Sector Development Corporation
(ICD) of the Islamic Development Bank Group (IsDB), organised a meeting of directors of Islamic banks from different
parts of the world. A Memorandum of Understanding was
signed between Bosna Bank International, the Islamic Private Sector Development Corporation (ICD), Islamic Bank
“Zaman-Bank” Jsc from Kazakhstan, Islamic Bank of Guinea, Islamic Bank of Niger, United Bank of Albania and Alakhdar Bank Morocco. The aim is to work jointly towards the
promotion and strengthening of Islamic banking through
mutual efforts as well as to attract other institutions to be
part of this initiative.

Mr. Amer Bukvić
CEO, Bosna Bank International (BBI),
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Mr. Ayman Sejiny
Director, Islamic Private Sector Development
Corporation (ICD), Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

“Bosna Bank International (BBI) has faced many
challenges and difficulties since its establishment in
2000, but has overcome them all successfully. When BBI
Bank started operating, neither society nor the market in
Bosnia and Herzegovina were familiar with the concept of
Islamic finance. During this period BBI had to work on public education about the principles of Islamic banking while
competing at the same time with the competition of conventional banks. We have developed new products based
on Islamic principles that we were able to offer. Also, we did
a lot of work to connect enterpreneurs with each other and
with investors. We initiated the Sarajevo Business Forum
and the Sarajevo Halal Fair as investment-business events.
Through a lot of effort we have made BBI the fastest growing bank in Bosnia today.”

“ICD has access to 54 member states. There is definitely an interest in halal products and business development in these countries. The halal market’s estimated worth is USD 2.3 trillion. We believe that the financial
institutions we have access to, as well as the network of
financial institutions where ICD is among the shareholders,
can serve as great added value in securing financing and
credit lines. We possess the infrastructure to develop and
open factories and we want to help Bosnia to grow into the
halal industry hub of Europe. The methodology used by BBI
Bank has proved to be very successful. As a results, the BBI
business model is not only acceptable under Islamic principles but will also be applied to other financial institutions
owned by ICD.”
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SHF 2019 ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAMME

HALAL KITCHEN & COOKING SHOWS
Embassy of the People´s Republic of China in Bosnia and Herzegovina:
Halal moon cakes presentation

BOOK PROMOTION

HALAL - STANDARDS MADE
FOR HUMANKIND
Almir Mukača, Biftek Mujanović d.o.o.

Dr. Aldin Dugonjić, Director, Halal Quality Certification Center, Republic of Croatia
Dr. Aldin Dugonjić, who is one of the leading regional promoters of the halal economy in Southeast Europe and Director of the
Halal Quality Certification Center in Croatia promoted his book Halal - Standards Made for Humankind. The significance of the book is that Dr.
Dugonjić has conducted profound research
about the potentials and the needs of the halal
market in the Croatia. He found in his research
that there is a general lack of understanding
when it comes to the concept of halal: “People

are not fully aware and think their offers are
halal until we inform them about all the requirements”.
More awareness campaigns and education are
required in order to enlighten people about
the rich concept that halal represents. The
book concludes with recommendations and
policies which should be implemented in order to offer Muslims the products and services
they need, but also to open the untapped potentials of the halal market Southeast Europe.

Promoters:

Dr. Suad Bećirović, International University of Novi Pazar, Republic of Serbia
Mr. Amir Sakić, Director of the Media Centre of the Islamic Community in Bosnia and Herzegovina
Moderator: Mr. Sanadin Voloder, Journalist Akos.ba / HalalMagazine.com, Bosnia and Herzegovina

GISB Holdings, Malaysia
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia in Bosnia and Herzegovina
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ISDB
ISDB TRANSFORMERS
TRANSFORMERS ROADSHOW:
ROADSHOW: BOSNIA
BOSNIA AND
AND HERZEGOVINA
HERZEGOVINA

INNOVATIONS AND IDEAS EXCEEDING THE SILICON VALLEY
Transformers Roadshow is a science, technology
and innovation competition, hosted by the Islamic
Development Bank (IsDB). The aim of the competition is
to identify innovators, scientists and entrepreneurs with
ideas that can support one or more United Nations (UN)
Sustainable Development Goals, connect them with

those who can contribute to existing knowledge and
support those ideas through funding, or simply strategic
advice. The competition in Bosnia and Herzegovina was
held on the third day of Sarajevo Halal Fair 2019, in cooperation with the local national partner - Bosna Bank
International (BBI).

WINNERS
Ms. Aida Hajdarpašić-Saračević and Mr. Edin Hamzić
Genomics for the Diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorders for
the Creation of Artistic Diagnostic Services for Developmental
Disorders, Including Autism Spectrum Disorders

Mr. Anes Jogunčić, Ms. Esmeralda Tabaković, Ms. Semira
Galijašević, Ms. Tamara Jovović-Sadiković and Ms. Zana Tafi
From Lab Test to Diagnosis an application that will
analyze blood findings

Ms. Dijana Memišević, Mr. Nermin Hadžić,
Mr. Salem Rašljanin and Mr. Zlatko Memišević
Osnovna.ba – On-line Education Platform
Dr. Filippo Randazzo,
CEO and Founder,
Leverage Science, USA
“Ideas that were presented today
exceeded innovations I have seen in
the Silicon Valley ”
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Dr. Hayat Sindi,
Mr. Emir Čehajić,
Senior Advisor to the President
Member of the Management Board,
of IsDB for Science, Technology
BBI, Bosnia and Herzegovina
and Innovation, KSA
“Eye-opening. We need more platforms
“We want to support ideas that to support great ideas and nurture an
contribute to society”
entrepreneurial spirit in Bosnia”

Mr. Abdulah Gagić, Ms. Ajla Ališah and Ms. Maja
Varatanović
Microbiologically Clean Water for People, Animals,
Environment and Food Production
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SHF 2019 PRESS COVERAGE

SARAJEVO HALAL FAIR IN MEDIA
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SARAJEVO HALAL FAIR 2019
INTERNATIONAL HALAL INDUSTRY FAIR
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